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On Nov. 23, the Central Bank reported that a trade surplus of $469.487 million for the first nine
months of 1990, result of $1.8799 billion of export revenues, and $1.41 billion in import spending.
The trade surplus for the January-September period in 1989 was $327.082 million. Monthly crude
oil export revenues for a five-month period follow: May, $97.717 million; June, $64.602 million; July,
$66.03 million; August, $115.335 million; and, September, $149.464 million. Bananas are Ecuador's
second most important export. In the first nine months of the year, banana export revenues totaled
$346.973 million. Next in the ranking is shrimp, at $254.362 million for the same period; coffee,
$72.495 million; cacao, $56.086 million; tuna, $22.064 million; and fish products, $18.156 million. This
year's total trade surplus is projected at over $700 million. (Basic data from AFP, 11/23/90)
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